June 24, 2014

Dear Premier Wynne,

Congratulations and Next Steps on Transportation Funding
We would like to extend our congratulations to you for your victory in the recent
provincial election. One of the most pressing issues raised during the election
was how to address worsening gridlock in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton
Area (GTHA).
We are writing to request a meeting with you, to share our perspective and offer
our support in building public and political will to improve the prosperity of our
region and residents, by investing in a better regional transportation network.
As you know, Move the GTHA is a non-partisan collaboration of a core group of
13 civic-minded organizations and additional supporter organizations that value
your strong commitment to improving public transit and active transportation in
the GTHA. The core group includes: CodeRedTO, David Suzuki Foundation,
Evergreen CityWorks, the Greater Toronto CivicAction Alliance, the Pembina
Institute, the Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario, Toronto Atmospheric
Fund, Toronto Centre for Active Transportation, Toronto Public Health and
Transport Action Ontario.
On June 12, residents of the GTHA demonstrated their broad support for a
mandate that includes your commitments to increased funding for public
transportation and active transportation options. Building on that broad support,
we welcome the opportunity to work with you to realize the Province’s
transportation commitments, including:
•

Immediate service improvements: In particular, it is urgent to immediately
advance upgrades to transit services and active transportation
infrastructure. This will build public confidence that many beneficial
transportation improvements can be made within a reasonable timeframe.

•

New sources of dedicated transportation funding: Move the GTHA
continues to call for increased new public investment that is dedicated,
efficient, transparent and accountable, regional, fair and sustainable. We
would like to see the government expand on the foundation laid down in

the budget by introducing additional new revenue tools for transportation
investment as soon as possible, in order to ensure sufficient operating and
capital funds and tackle our region’s congestion challenge.
Over the next year, Move the GTHA will continue to engage in public outreach on
this issue, using opportunities like the CivicAction pledge signed by elected
officials and the tele-town hall discussion we hosted with you earlier this year
where more than 20,000 people shared concerns about transportation and their
desire to see new investment.
We look forward to a small group of Move the GTHA representatives meeting
with you at your earliest available opportunity, to discuss these actions in more
detail and to support your government’s efforts to fund and build a transportation
network that serves all of the people of the GTHA.
Sincerely,
Rob Oliphant, President and CEO

Sevaun Palvetzian, CEO

Gideon Forman, Executive Director

Cherise Burda, Ontario Director

Canadian Association of Physicians
for the Environment

Pembina Institute

Theresa McClenaghan, Executive
Director

Registered Nurses’ Association of
Ontario

Asthma Society of Canada

Canadian Environmental Law Association

Greater Toronto CivicAction Alliance

Dr. Doris Grinspun, CEO

John Cartwright, President
Gabriella Kalapos, Executive Director

Clean Air Partnership

Toronto & York Region Labour Council
Julia Langer, CEO

Joe Drew and Cameron MacLeod,
Executive Directors

Toronto Atmospheric Fund

CodeRedTO

Nancy Smith Lea, Director

Dr. Faisal Moola, PhD
Director General Ontario and Northern
Canada

David Suzuki Foundation
John Brodhead, Executive Director

Toronto Centre for Active Transportation
Dr. Barbara Yaffe
Director & Associate Medical Officer of
Health

Toronto Public Health

Evergreen CityWorks
Peter Miasek, President

Transport Action Ontario
	
  

